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Sir: \j 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Prior to the examination of this application, please amend this application as 
follows: 


7. 


IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please cancel claims 1-22. 


Please add claims 23-28 as follows/' 
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-23. (New) An i mmuno genic,/ ^- 1 Env peptide of 5-150 amino acid residue s 
of LAVmal Env sequences in Figures 3A-3F; wherein at least one amino acid residue of 
said peptide is substituted in all of the sequences designated LAV B ru, ARV2, and 
LAVeli in Figures 3A-3F; wherein said peptide binds to antibodies in AIDS patient sera; 
and wherein said antibodies are capable of binding to viral antigens encoded by the 
LAVmal molecular clone having C.N.C.M. accession number 1-641. 


